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INTRODUCTION 

 

In line with the VCE timetable, all year 10 subjects run for five periods per week. This is designed to 
allow students the possibility of studying VCE subjects and/or VETiS programs which may be an 
advantage to capable and organised students.  

Undertaking a VCE unit in Year 10 has significant advantages such as: 

¶ The opportunity to develop academic and study skills in readiness for VCE 

¶ The possibility of completing a 3-4 sequence in Year 11 and therefore having six study scores to 
contribute to their ATAR at the end of Year 12.   

 

Student preference is a high priority in deciding which courses finally run.  However, the following 
factors must also be taken into account: 

¶ Staffing - both the total number of staff and the availability of staff with particular specialist 
qualifications 

¶ Rooms - many programs require the use of specialist rooms, at least for some class time  

¶ Government and Department of Education policies and initiatives.  

 

SUBJECT SELECTION 

The more information that you gather over the next few weeks, the happier you will likely be with 
your final selection. 

There are many sources of assistance: 

¶ this handbook - read it carefully 

¶ your parents - give them the handbook to read 

¶ Careers Centre at Gladstone Park Secondary College 

¶ Year 10 subject teachers. 

While there are few strict pre-requisites for VCE Units at levels 1 or 2, students should choose Year 
10 Units with their career aspirations and Year 11 and 12 courses in mind. Students must be realistic 
about their chances of success in their preferred subjects, courses and careers.  When selecting 
their Year 10 subjects students should try to select subjects from a range of curriculum areas in 
order to keep as many career options open to them.    

Consider your selections carefully. Do not choose subjeŎǘǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ - their 
choices may not suit your abilities and needs, nor will you necessarily be in the same class.  

All current Year 9 students MUST complete their course selection online, unless they are certain they 

will not be at GPSC the following year. If you believe this to be the case please contact the Middle 
School 9933 0500. 
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CAREERS 

The Middle School Career Development Co-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
relating to career information.  If parents would like to make an appointment, please contact the 
school. 

The school cannot stress strongly enough the value of students making informed decisions about 
their futures. 

 

YEAR 10 CURRICULUM 

Students will study six subjects per semester; two core and four elective. 
 

CORE SUBJECTS 

 
Year 10 SEAL Enrichment English 
 
Maths options include: 

¶ Units 1/2 Mathematics Methods 

¶ Units 1/2 Mathematics Further 

¶ Year 10 Maths Methods 
(will be confirmed at SEAL interviews) 
 
 
Core Subjects are year long subjects 

 

SUBJECT CHARGES 
PARENTS AND STUDENTS PLEASE NOTE: 
 
Due to the expense of materials for some elective subjects, there is a materials charge per 
student per subject. These are stated under each specific subject description. This may be used 
for materials like food, ink, glue, paper or fabrics.  
 
This charge is to be paid to the General Office after confirmation of provisional enrolment in 
the subject. School Council has directed that only students who have paid the materials charge 
will be enrolled in these subjects. Enrolment confirmation will only occur after this payment is 
made.  
 
Please note that the material charges printed in this handbook are correct at the time of 
printing however, may be subject to change. 
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LIST OF UNITS 
 
Details of these units appear later in this handbook. 
 

LEARNING DOMAINS YEAR 10 ELECTIVES 

 
Visual Arts 

Architectural VCD, Visual Communication Design, Art, 3D Art 

 
Arts 

Drama, Music, Dance 

Digital Media Media, Photography 

English Literature 1 & 2 

Health and Physical 
Education 

Physical Education General, Physical Education Specialist, Health & 
Human Development, Active Girls 

Languages other than 
English 

Italian (semesters 1 & 2) 

Mathematics VCE Mathematical Methods Preparation (Year 10 Elective) 

Science 
Chemical Patterns and Reaction, The Next Generation, Science of 
the Road 

Humanities 
Commerce, History ς Australia and the Modern World, Earth and 
the Environment, Politics and the Law 

Technology 
Food Technology (Advanced) & Food for Life, Food for Work, 
Technology (Textiles), Technology (Materials & Systems: Wood) 

Information Technology 
(Computing) 

Information Technology (Programming), Information Technology 
(Applications) 

Other 
VCE units (semesters 1 & 2) 
VETiS units (semesters 1 & 2 ς internally delivered programs only) 
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VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (VCE) 
Year 10 students are able to choose from a range of VCE subjects as elective units. Such a 
choice can provide increased flexibility in meeting the requirements of the VCE. Students have 
a chance to gradually adjust to the demands of VCE during Year 10 which should enhance their 
study habits in Year 11. Undertaking VCE units can provide Year 10 students with a satisfying 
challenge. 
 

These units will be offered to Year 10 students who have demonstrated a commitment to and 
the ability to meet the demands of their chosen subject. Selection of one of these subjects 
does not guarantee entry. Your reports and feedback from your teachers will determine this. 
 

The VCE units available are listed in this handbook. Make sure that you refer to unit details in 
the GPSC VCE/VCAL Student Handbook if you are interested in undertaking VCE units. These 
are available to you from the Library, the Careers Office, your year Level Co-ordinators and on 

the College website www.gladstoneparksc.vic.edu.au. You may undertake VCE units with 

Year 11 students, though this will depend on subject demand. If you wish to be considered to 
undertake a VCE subject, choose from the list in this handbook, do some research about the 
units and place your preference on your online course selection.   
 

ATTENDANCE 

VCAA has directed schools to set the minimum class time and attendance rules for all VCE 
classes. Where a student has completed all tasks satisfactorily but there has been a substantive 
breach of attendance rules, the school must assign N for one or more outcomes and thus the 
Unit. 
 

In VCE classes tƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ǊǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ΨbΩ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ¦ƴƛǘ ƛŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
attendance for that Unit falls below 90%, thus preventing the student frƻƳ ΨǎŀǘƛǎŦactorily 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘΦ Approved absences (illness, etc.) are not included in this figure. However, 
total absences, both approved and unapproved must not be more than 20%. Absences must be 
verified within two weeks of the absence. Decisionǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ ΨbΩ ƳŀǊƪ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
appeal to VCAA. 
 

EXTENDED HOLIDAYS & ATTENDANCE 

Extended family holidays are not approved absences for the purposes of meeting the VCE 
attendance requirements. Year 10 students should not choose a VCE subject if an extended 
family holiday is planned. The school will not provide make-up opportunities for missed 
assessments (unless the absence is approved) and absent days will contribute to the total 
unapproved absence count for Units being studied. Any missed assessments may lead to a 
lower grade for a Unit, and the possibility that the student cannot satisfactorily complete a 
Unit. 

http://www.gladstoneparksc.vic.edu.au/
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VCE ASSESSMENT 

For all VCE subject, in addition to observing VCAA rules, students must also observe the rules 
of their school. 

Students who miss an assessment period for a legitimate reason can apply to the Year Level 
Coordinator for special provision and, if granted, may be given the opportunity to complete the 
assessment task during an official make up period.  Make up sessions are generally held out 
of school hours. 

Students who are too ill to attend school must have a medical certificate issued for the day of 
the missed assessment.   

Students who miss an assessment period without a legitimate reason will not be given the 
opportunity to complete the assessment. It is possible that the student may be able to 
demonstrate the outcomes through regular class work.  

The sub school Program Manager, Year Level Coordinators and relevant Assistant Principal will 
determine what constitutes a legitimate reason. 

 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VETiS)  
 

VETiS widens the range of study options available to Year 10, VCE and VCAL students. Students 
who are doing VCAL in Year 11 must do a VETiS subject, but VETiS subjects offer many benefits 
to VCE students as well. 
 
VETiS Certificates are nationally accredited and provide additional pathways to work and 
training.  As well as their VCAL or VCE Certificate, a student will also be issued with their 
VETiS Certificate on successful completion or a statement of attainment of the units of 
competence that have been completed while enrolled at school. 
 
Year 10 students may apply to study a VETiS subject that is currently delivered and assessed by 
the College. These vary from year to year and students need to consult the current VCE/VCAL 
Student Handbook on the college website www.gladstoneparksc.vic.edu.au.  
 
Course costs in this handbook are approxƛƳŀǘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
costs. These may be amended once funding arrangements from the Department of Education 
are known. VETiS course costs need to be paid prior to the commencement of the school year. 
 
All VETiS subjects have a core unit which focuses specifically on Occupational Health and 
Safety. 

http://www.gladstoneparksc.vic.edu.au/
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VCE and VETiS SUBJECTS OFFERED TO YEAR 10 STUDENTS 
 

Students who select a VCE or VETiS subject in Year 10, select this subject for the year. 

 

English      Literature  
 
The Visual Arts     Music Performance 

VCD 
Studio Art (Art) 
Theatre Studies 

 
Digital Media     Media 
       Interactive Digital Media VETiS 
       Studio Art (Photography) 

   
Health and Physical Education   Physical Education  

Health and Human Development  
      

  
Science      Biology    
       Psychology  
   
Humanities      Accounting   
       Business Management 
       Economics   
       Geography 
       20th Century History 
       Legal Studies 
       Business Administration VETiS 
 
   

Technology      Food Technology   
Systems and Engineering 
Product Design & Technology (Textiles) 
Product Design & Technology (Wood) 

 
 
Information Technology (Computing)  Information Technology (Computing) 
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ARCHITECTURAL VCD 
 
This Subject involves: 
Students completing several pieces of visual 
communication that will employ the following 
drawing methods and associated skills and 
conventions: 

¶ The completion of an architectural floor plan 
according to the industry standards. 

¶ Develop designs that meet the needs and 
wants of an intended audience 

¶ Present a 3D model design that is structurally 
sound and accurately reflects the initial floor 
plan 
 

Assessment: 

¶ Visual Diary: Architectural floor plan design in 
adherence to a given brief and in accordance 
with industry standards  

¶ Folio Production: 3D model making and design 
folio 

¶ Analysis of Design: Responses and analysis 
work on architectural eras and designers.  

¶ End of semester examination 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 
(VCD) 
 
This Subject involves: 
An exploration of the design process, including 
identifying the need, researching, analysing 
information, drawing initial ideas, refining solutions 
and generating a mock-up of the finished result. 
 
Students will also complete several pieces of visual 
communication that will employ technical drawing 
methods and associated skills and conventions. 
 
Assessment: 
Á Visual Diary: Creating design responses to set 

design briefs. 
Á Folio Production: Development of technical 

and creative graphic skills, focusing on the 
exploration of various media and equipment 
that will help generate an appropriate visual 
solution to fulfil a specified purpose, 
incorporating drawing and the use of 
computers. 

Á Analysis of Design: Written responses analysing 
the use of design elements, principles and 
other theory within various forms of visual 
communication. 

Á End of semester examination 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE VISUAL ARTS 

PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

PLEASE NOTE:  

 

Materials charge  

 

Architectural VCD: $30.00 
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ART 
 
This Subject involves: 
A variety of two-dimensional experiences aimed at 
improving artistic skills and awareness. 
 
It is designed to assist each individual to attain a 
level of competency in a range of art experiences.  
 
Students are introduced to the History of Art and 
then apply this new appreciation and 
understanding to the development of their folio. 
 
Assessment: 

¶ Visual Diary: A record of the students' designs 
and planning for their major artworks and 
homework tasks aimed at enhancing research 
and practical skills 

¶ Folio Production: A collection of major works 
reflecting the characteristics of art movements 
studied in class 

¶ Art Appreciation: An investigation of Art 
Movements studied in class. 

¶ End of semester examination 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3D Art 
 
This Subject involves: 
Giving students a working knowledge of 
three-dimensional art experiences.  
 
Students will explore sculptural ceramics with a 
particular emphasis on form and volume. An 
appreciation of the tactile nature of other 3D 
materials will develop as they realise their ideas 
and look to the works of artists who use both 
modern and traditional techniques.  
 
Assessment: 

¶ Visual Diary: A record of the students' designs 
and planning for their 3D artworks and 
homework tasks aimed at enhancing research 
and practical skills 

¶ Folio Production: A collection of 3D Art works 
reflecting the characteristics of art movements 
studied in class 

¶ Art Appreciation: An investigation of Art 
Movements studied in class. 

¶ End of semester examination 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE VISUAL ARTS 
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DRAMA 
 
What You Will Learn: 
Students will focus largely on one style of theatre 
such as Physical Theatre, Greek Theatre, 
9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘŀƴ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƻǊ /ƻƳƳŜŘƛŀ 5ŜƭƭΩ !ǊǘŜΣ 
working collaboratively to explore this through 
both theory and practical work. They will develop 
solo and ensemble performances for assessment 
and further strengthen their knowledge and skills 
in stagecraft and dramatic elements, expressive 
skills and theatrical conventions. 
 
Assessment: 
Solo and ensemble performances, class work, test 
and end of semester examination. 

 
MUSIC 
 
What You Will Learn: 
This subject will arm students with the skills to 
write, perform and record their own songs. 
Students will be introduced to song writing 
techniques, develop skills on guitar, piano and 
drums, analyse a broad range of songs and use 
these as stimuli to write their own songs. They will 
learn basic audio recording skills and build an 
understanding of live sound. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will be assessed on a song writing folio, a 
diary of listening and analysis tasks and 
performance on a range of instruments. 

 
 
 
 
 
                               
 

 
 
 

DANCE 
 
What You Will Learn: 
Get moving and get into dance! Dance has a focus 
on several styles ranging from salsa to hip hop; this 
course helps students gain valuable practical and 
theoretical knowledge. Great for beginners as well 
as those who have prior experience, students will 
work to create several whole-class pieces and learn 
about the mechanics behind dance. 
 
Assessment: 

¶ Solo and Ensemble dance (practical) 

¶ End of semester written examination 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE ARTS 
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MEDIA 
 
Course Description 
The course gives students an introduction to the 
media through the study of film analysis (narrative 
and genre), video production (planning, shooting 
and editing), and the Australian media industry. 
 
What You Will Learn 
Students will learn to analyse film narratives and 
genres and develop an understanding of how they 
are constructed, convey meaning and have an 
effect on their audience. They will also plan, shoot 
and edit in groups a trailer for a horror film and 
create a music video production. Finally, students 
will study key areas of the Australian media 
industry, including ownership and regulation. 
 
Assessment 
Assessments include film analysis essays of three 
films. Students also get to create two video 
productions including a genre trailer and music 
video. Students will finish Year 10 Media with an 
end of semester examination. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Course Description 
The course gives an introduction to digital 
photography, touching over history and traditional 
photographic processes. Students will use Digital 
SLR cameras in conjunction with Photoshop to 
enhance their photographic outcomes. The core 
focus of Year 10 Photography is to understand the 
basics of camera operation in order to produce 
technically considered and artistic photographs. 
 
What You Will Learn 
Students will learn how to operate a digital SLR 
camera with the focus on achieving a variety of 
techniques. 
Students will complete their photographic projects 
on the school grounds during designated class 
time. 
Students will work with Photoshop in order to 
produce finished digital prints. 
 
Assessment 
Students will have a range of photographic 
assessments including skill building assignments, 
theoretical assignments and an examination to 
ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

Materials charge  

 

Photography $30.00 

 

Media $10.00 
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ENGLISH Semester 1 & 2 
 
SEAL students have studied 3 years of advanced 

English prior to Year 10. The Enrichment English 

course at Year 10 is designed to fully prepare Year 

10 SEAL students for success in all aspects of VCE 

English. In Semester 2 the course also provides the 

opportunity to develop VCE Literature skills so 

students are prepared for a Literature pathway if 

they so choose. 

In Semester 1 students: 

¶ analyse arguments and the use of persuasive 

language in media texts  

¶ read and respond to texts analytically 

¶ develop a creative and/or reflective response 

to key ideas within the studied texts 

¶ develop public speaking skills through a 

reflective oral presentation  

 

In Semester 2 students: 

¶ compare the presentation of ideas, issues and 

themes in two texts 

¶ critically analyse features of a text, relating 

them to an interpretation of the text as a whole 

¶ present a reasoned point of view on a current 

media text in both written and oral form 

¶ analyse arguments and the use of persuasive 

language in media texts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 SEAL Enrichment English  
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LITERATURE 1 & 2 
 
What the Course is About: 
Studying literature means focusing on the 
enjoyment and appreciation of reading that occurs 
through discussion, debate and the challenge of 
exploring the meaning of texts.  The meaning of a 
text comes from the interaction between the text, 
when it was constructed and the experience of the 
reader. 
  
What You Will Learn: 
Through the close study of a variety of texts 
including prose, plays, poems and non-print texts 
such as films you will learn to 

¶ Enjoy literature 

¶ Understand the variety of human 
experience 

¶ Develop awareness of cultures past and 
present 

¶ Develop interpretive skills 

¶ Extend your understanding of the different 
ways texts are constructed  

¶ Write confidently. 
 
 
Assessment:  
You will be assessed via a range of written and oral 
tasks completed throughout the semester and an 
examination. 
 
Literature is a single semester subject however, the 
semesters study different texts. 
Students can study either both semesters or just 
one semester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
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Students may select more than one unit. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION GENERAL 
 
What the Course is About: 
Year 10 Physical Education attempts to provide 
students with skills and knowledge to enable them 
to live active and healthy lives and to make 
informed decisions concerning their own health 
and fitness. A variety of physical activities will be 
undertaken to improve skill levels, with emphasis 
on enjoyment and fostering life-long participation 
in physical activity. The theoretical component of 
the subject accounts for 60% of lessons, with 
practical activities accounting for the other 40%. 
 
What the Course Covers: 

¶ Evaluation of personal performance, 
including fitness testing 

¶ Sporting injuries, their prevention and 
treatment 

¶ First aid including Cardio Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) 

¶ Body Systems 
 
Assessment: 
Assessment will include tests, assignments, 
worksheets, and an end of semester examination 
and participation in practical units. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION SPECIALIST 
Students who intend to undertake VCE Physical 
Education are advised to complete this unit. 
 
What the Course is About:  
The course aims to increase student knowledge 
and understanding of human anatomy, specifically 
the skeletal, muscular, respiratory and circulatory 
systems. Energy systems required for physical 
activity will be studied and students will gain an 
understanding of factors that affect skill 
development. Biomechanics, the sports science 
field that applies the laws of mechanics to human 
performance will also be studied. The theoretical 
component of this subject accounts for 
approximately 60% of lessons, with practical 
activities accounting for about 40%. Some practical 
sessions will involve students undertaking 
laboratory activities to help them apply knowledge 
gained in theory lessons. 
 
What the Course Covers: 

¶ Human Anatomy 

¶ Skill Acquisition 

¶ Energy systems and physical activity 

¶ Biomechanics 
 
Assessment: 
Assessment will include tests, assignments, 
worksheets, and an end of semester examination. 
 
 

    
 
 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
What the Course is About: 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ Ψ{ŜȄǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
Reproductive Health and developmentΩΦ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ 
include: what is health?, types of contraceptives, 
{¢LΩǎΣ ǎŀŦŜ ǎŜȄΣ ǇǳōŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎ, decision 
making, pregnancy and fertility. 
 
What the Course Covers: 

¶ Male and Female reproductive systems 

¶ Reproductive health 

¶ Menstrual Cycle 

¶ Contraception 

¶ {¢LΩǎ ς signs, symptoms and treatment 

¶ The role and influence of family, peers, 
society and gender on values, attitudes, 
beliefs and behaviour related to sexual 
health and sexual activity. 

¶ Sex and Decision making 

¶ Stages of the lifespan 

¶ Health 

¶ Development 

¶ Prenatal Development 

¶ Puberty and Hormones 
 
 
 
Assessment: 
This will be based on class work, topic tests, written 
work, participation in activities, assignments, 
computer tasks and a formal examination. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ACTIVE GIRLS 
 
What the Course is About: 
ά!ŎǘƛǾŜ DƛǊƭǎέ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
knowledge to pursue active and healthy lives. It 
focuses on issues relating to exercise and nutrition 
in relation to good health and aims to enable 
students to make informed decisions about their 
own exercise and eating patterns. 
 
What the Course Covers: 

¶ Physical, social and mental health benefits 
of regular participation in physical activity 

¶ The increased health risks associated with 
poor nutrition 

¶ Government initiatives to improve health 
including The Australian National Physical 
Activity Guidelines 

¶ Current levels of physical activity in 
Australia 

¶ Barriers to participation in physical activity 

¶ Myths associated with fitness and training 

¶ Body image 

¶ Nutrition for good health/Healthy Living 
Pyramid/Dietary Guidelines for Australians 

¶ Factors influencing food choices. 
 
Assessment: 
The theoretical component of this subject will 
account for about 60% of lessons with practical 
lessons accounting for the other 40%. The focus of 
practical sessiƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ΨƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΩ 
activities rather than competitive sports.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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The school strongly encourages you to study Italian 
in Year 10 and beyond. This is not only because of 
the vibrant culture, history and lifestyle that this 
language represents but also because knowing 
another language may help to enhance your 
English, give you an advantage in job applications, 
encourage you to travel and exercise your brain 
with memory and problem solving skills. The added 
advantage of doing Italian in Year 12 is that the 
ATAR is generally scaled up. 
 
 

ITALIAN  
 
What the Course is About: 
Content based learning will continue to be offered 
with a major focus on Italian speaking skills.  
Topics may include: 
 
Study skills, developing creativity, classical studies 
and leisure 
 
Assessment: 

¶ Speaking and Listening Tasks 

¶ Reading and Writing Tasks 

¶ Cultural Awareness 

¶ End of Semester exams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
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VCE MATHEMATICS METHODS  
UNIT 1 & 2 
 
Students are expected to be able to apply 
techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, algebraic 
manipulation, equation solving, graph sketching, 
differentiation and integration with and without 
the use of technology. The appropriate use of 
computer algebra system (CAS) technology is also 
expected. 
 
Unit 1 and 2 
Functions and Graphs 

¶ Students will cover the graphical 

representation of polynomial and power 

functions 

Algebra 

¶ Students will develop algebraic expression 

and represent functions, relations, 

equations and simultaneous equations 

Calculus 

¶ Students should be able define constant 

and average rates of change 

Probability and Statistics 

¶ Students will cover concepts of event using 

Venn diagrams, Karnaugh maps, tables and 

tree diagrams 

¶ Students will consider events as either 

impossible, certain, complementary, 

mutually exclusive, conditional and 

independent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

VCE MATHEMATICS FURTHER  
UNIT 1 & 2 
 
Practical mathematics used in everyday problem 
solving. In addition to performing calculations, 
students must analyse their results and interpret 
their findings in the context of given real-world 
situations. Students gain proficiency in the use of 
the CAS calculator and are able to incorporate 
technology efficiently into problem solving 
strategies. 
 
Unit 1 and 2 
Data and Statistics 

¶ Analysis and Calculations involving data.  

¶ Displaying data  

Financial Arithmetic 

¶ Calculate percentage increase and 

percentage decrease  

¶ Applications of simple and compound 

interest  

Matrices 

¶ Gain an understanding of matrices and their 

usage 

Networks 

¶ Gain an understanding of undirected 

networks. Be able to differentiate between 

paths and circuits 

Number Patterns and Recursion 

¶ Gain an understanding of an arithmetic and 

geometric sequence  

Trigonometry 

¶ Review trigonometric ratios for sine, cosine 

and tangent 

Linear Graphs and models 
Construct and interpret a variety of straight line 
graphs 
 
# Students can only enrol in either Units 1 & 2 
Mathematics Further or Mathematics Methods, 
not both. 

 

MATHEMATICS 
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS (YEAR 10) 
 
Mathematical Methods (10) must be taken by 
those students who wish to proceed to Unit 1 & 2 
Mathematics Methods and Mathematics Specialist 
in Year 11. This subject can also lead into Unit 1 & 2 
Mathematics Further units 1 & 2. 
 
What the course is about: 
There is a strong focus on algebraic processes as 
well as the properties and relationships between 
numbers. 
 
What You Will Learn: 

¶ Surds and Indices 

¶ Algebra and Factorisation 

¶ Probability 

¶ Linear and Quadratic Equations 

¶ Trigonometry and measurement 

¶ CAS Calculator operation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
VCE MATHEMATICAL METHODS 
PREPARATION (YEAR 10 ELECTIVE) 
 
The purpose of this subject is to prepare students 
for the rigorous demands of Mathematics Methods 
and Mathematics Specialist in VCE. This subject 
aims to reinforce and extend the Year 10 
Mathematical Methods course and to expose 
students to a carefully selected subset of concepts 
from Year 11 Mathematical Methods.  
 
This subject is highly recommended, but not 
compulsory, for students aiming to study 
Mathematical Methods CAS and Specialist 
Mathematics in VCE. This subject is also suitable for 
SEAL students who do not feel ready to take on 
Unit 1/2 Mathematical Methods CAS in year 10.  
The year 10 Mathematical Methods textbook is 
required for this subject.  
 
What You Will Learn: 

¶ Solving and graphing non-linear functions 

¶ Logarithms 

¶ Circle Geometry 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
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Students who wish to follow a Science pathway 
into VCE are strongly encouraged to complete the 
Chemical Patterns and Reactions Unit, the Genetic 
and Environments Unit and the Science of the 
Road Unit in Year 10. 
 

THE NEXT GENERATION:   
An Introduction to Biology 
 

What You Will Learn: 
This unit focuses on two main areas 

¶ Genetics and DNA Technology 

¶ The effect of variation and selection on survival 
and the way this is passed from one generation 
to the next 

 

This elective is highly recommended for students 
who are interested in studying VCE Biology. 
 

Assessment Tasks: 
These will be practical work and investigations, a 
research assignment, coursework and a semester 
examination. 
 

CHEMICAL PATTERNS AND 
REACTIONS: 
An Introduction to Chemistry 
 

What You Will Learn: 
The elective will focus on  

¶ Atomic structure and properties of the 
elements are used to organise elements in the 
periodic table 

¶ The different types of chemical reactions. This 
will include the products of reaction, rates of 
reaction and energy changes.  

 
This elective is highly recommended for students 
who are interested in studying VCE Chemistry. 
 

Assessment Tasks: 
These will include topic tests, worksheets and 
activities, practical work, reports and a semester 
examination. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SCIENCE OF THE ROAD: 
An Introduction to Physics 
 
What You Will Learn: 
The main focus of the elective unit will be on the 
science associated with cars and motion. The 
concept includes motion, forces, and collisions. The 
unit will also consider energy and energy 
transformations including electrical. 
 
This elective is highly recommended for students 
who are interested in studying VCE Physics. 
 
Assessment Tasks: 
These will include topic tests, worksheets and 
activities, practical work, reports and a semester 
examination. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCIENCE 



21 

 

 

COMMERCE 
 
What the Course is About: 
!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ōƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
aims to introduce students to some of the main 
areas of Commerce. 
1. The Economic System ς meeting needs and 

wants in the market place. 
2. Introduction to Accounting ς balancing the 

books. 
3. Business Management ς are you up to running 

a business? 
 
Students will become familiar with concepts which 
will be explored further in: 

¶ VCE Accounting 

¶ VET Business Administration 

¶ VCE Business Management 

¶ VCE Economics 
 

EARTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
What the Course is About: 
The course aims to increase knowledge and 
understanding of the environment around us and 
its related issues. Topics covered: Climate Change 
and Global Warming, Wetlands and Biodiversity. 
 
1. Environmental Change and Management: A 

study of coastal/marine environments. 
Students will investigate an Environment Issue, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ 

2. Geographies of Human Wellbeing: A study of 
how wellbeing varies around the world and 
within countries. Students will study the 
development of cities around the world and 
issues of rapid urbanisation in developing 
countries, conflicting land use and 
population/demographics. 

 
Assessment: 

¶ Unit examination 

¶ Fieldwork report 

¶ Research assignment 

¶ Class activities and tests 
 

 

 

POLITICS AND THE LAW 
 
What the Course is About: 
Are you interested in how society works, 
understanding who has the power and finding out 
what impact you can make? If so, this introductory 
course is for you. 
 
Topics include: 

¶ Politicians and Positions of Power 

¶ Parliament and Political Parties 

¶ Capitalism, Communism and everything in 
between 

¶ Who makes laws? 

¶ Criminal and Civil Law 

¶ The Courts and Police 

¶ Human Rights 

¶ What type of society should we have? 

¶ Good vs Evil 
 
Assessment: 

¶ Unit examination 

¶ Topic tests 

¶ Class exercises 
 

HISTORY   
Australia and the Modern World 
 
What the Course is About: 
This course provides a study of the history of the 
modern world and Australia from 1918 to the 
present, with an emphasis on Australia in its global 
context. Key areas of learning include: 
 
1. An overview of the causes and course of World 

War II. 
2. The US civil rights movement and its influence 

on Australia. 
3. Migration experiences (1945 ς present) 
 
Assessment: 
Assessment will be based on: 

¶ Unit examination 

¶ Topic texts 

¶ Class exercises 

¶ Assignments 
 

HUMANITIES 



22 

 

 
 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

(Programming) 
 
What the Course is About: 
This unit involves studying a programming 
(scripting) language which students use to write 
computer programs. They also examine the parts 
of the computer and the hardware and software 
needed for networking them. 
 
Students will learn to develop and write programs 
ranging from simple programs to more complicated 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ΨƎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΩ 
application. 
 
This elective would be highly advantageous to 
students wishing to study Information Technology 
(Computing) in VCE. 
 
This unit of study would be highly desirable for 
students wishing to enter courses leading to 
qualifications in computer science, multimedia, 
network management and other information 
technology related fields.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
(Applications) 
 
What the Course is About: 
This unit involves using a number of applications to 
solve information problems that have real life 
application. They also examine the parts of the 
computer, the function and characteristics of each 
component and how hardware and software work 
together. 
 
Students will learn to use applications effectively to 
create solutions to information technology 
problems and apply the problem solving 
methodology throughout the unit. 
 
This elective would be highly advantageous to 
students wishing to study Information Technology 
(Computing) in VCE.  
 
This unit of study would be highly desirable for 
students wishing to enter courses leading to 
qualifications in computer science, multimedia, 
network management and other information 
technology related fields. 
 
Assessment: 
Assessment for this unit will include a range of 
methodologies: completion of theory exercises, 
practical learning tasks, projects, tests, a portfolio 
and an end of semester examination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (COMPUTING) 
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TECHNOLOGY 

(Materials & Systems: Wood) 
 
What the Course is About: 
Students work safely with a range of tools, 
equipment, materials, components and processes 
to design and produce an electronic trinket box, 
electronic memo holder, amplifier and a pot plant 
holder/small table. 
 
Assessment: 

¶ Theory 

¶ Practical Work 

¶ Assignments 

¶ IT Skills (use of Google sketch up)  

¶ Semester Examination 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
(Textiles) 
 
What the Course is About: 
Students will expand their skills and knowledge in 
design and production through the re-modelling or 
άǳǇ-ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ 
how to use a commercial pattern to create fashion. 
They will become aware of current, sustainable 
textile practices whilst creating quality work. 
Year 10 Textiles will assist students who wish to 
take Textiles - Product Design and Technology in 
Year 11 VCE Units 1 and 2.  
 
Assessment: 
Assessment will be based on practical design and 
theoretical work. They will complement each other 
in terms of learning about a variety of machine 
construction and hand finished skills.  
Assignments and research investigations on various 
textile issues, using IT, will apply. 

TECHNOLOGY 
(Food) 
 
What the Course is About: 
In Year 10 Food Technology students will further 
expand their skills developed at Year 9 level while 
also gaining better understanding of the practical 
and theory elements involved in Food Technology. 
The two subject options offered at Year 10 allow 
for students to undertake the study of food 
technology for the entire year. 
 

Food Technology (Advanced) 
Students consider the nutritional requirements for 
growth and activity at different stages of life, and 
learn to set nutritional goals. They learn how to 
analyse nutritional information provided in 
advertising and product labels, and to make 
decisions about how this information can be used 
by, or influence, individuals in their food choices. 
 

Food for Life, Food for Work 
This semester-based course will introduce students 
to the various areas and elements of the food 
industry. In practical sessions students will focus on 
efficient work practices, development of knife skills 
and professional food presentation techniques. The 
experience gained through this course will assist 
students wanting to further develop their skills for 
entry into the hospitality industry or prepare them 
for independent living. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY 

PARENTS AND STUDENTS PLEASE 

NOTE: 

 

Materials charge  

 

Materials & Systems $25.00 

 

Textiles $35.00 

 

Food Technology (Advanced): $100 

 

Food for Life, Food for Work: $100 
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